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B eloved coach, teacher, and friend Tony Settles departed this life to join his

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on July 19, 2021. He was 64.

Tony was a former football star at Memphis University School and was recruited to Memphis

State University (now the University of Memphis) on a full football scholarship. After graduating
with a B.S.Ed., Tony followed in the career path set by his parents. His father, the late Andy Settles,

coached football at East High School and Southwestern at Memphis (now Rhodes College).
Jeanne Dobson Settles, his late mother, was a teacher and librarian at Shrine School and other
Memphis City Schools. Tony coached football and taught history for over 30 years in the

Memphis area, including Lausanne Collegiate School, Fayette Academy, Frayser High School, and
several other Memphis City Schools.

Tony’s students, friends, and family will long recall his passion for WW-II history, his quick wit
and humor, and his caring heart inside a massive and muscled frame. He served as a counselor at
Dixie Homes and Vollentine Boys Clubs in the 1980’s. His skills as a raconteur and tales of his

youthful escapades will live on as “Uncle Tony Stories” and in the off-book oral history of
Memphis State’s Sigma Alpha Epsilon chapter. Tony’s many lifelong friends will remember his
unwavering loyalty and selfless acts as much as his bonhomie. He was an expert barbecue chef

and enjoyed competing in Memphis in May’s World Championship Barbecue Cooking contest
for over 20 years.

Tony is survived by his brother Thomas E. “Eddie” Settles (Eve), niece Samantha Ley (Jeff), and
nephews Charles A. “Drew” Settles (Danielle), Garrett Settles (Akshat Mane), and Nelson Berry;
grandniece Summer Ley, and grandnephew Cody Ley. An older brother, Michael Andrew Settles,

predeceased him.

The family will receive friends 5:30-7:30 Friday, July 23, at Memorial Park Funeral Home. The

service will be held at 11:30 on Saturday, July 24 at Memorial Park Funeral Home. Longtime
friend Rev. Terry Street, rector of St. Philip Episcopal Church, will officiate.
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A brief graveside service will follow at 12 p.m. on Tuesday, July 27, at Shiloh Cemetery, Garland,
Tennessee (west of Covington).

Anyone wishing to make a memorial donation in lieu of flowers is asked to consider Lausanne
Collegiate School (1381 West Massey Rd., Memphis TN 38120) or Fayette Academy (15090 Hwy

64, Somerville TN 38068).
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Visitation

Memorial Park Fireside Chapel

5668 Poplar Avenue, Memphis TN 38119

Funeral

Memorial Park Fireside Chapel

5668 Poplar Avenue, Memphis TN 38119

Graveside Service

Shiloh Cemetery

Covington TN
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Friday, July 23, 2021

5:30 PM - 7:30 PM CT

Saturday, July 24, 2021

11:30 AM CT

Tuesday, July 27, 2021

12:00 PM CT
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GB Glensa Beene posted:

Tony my fondest childhood memories are those we spent @Aunt Minnie's and in garland tn when we

were so young. Your sense of humor and comical antics were always a joy to me. I feel your loyalty

and commitment to family and friends was treasured by all that knew you. I so appreciated your

return for my mother's funeral in garland tn and serving as a pall bearer and it was a real comfort to

me. I find it so ironic that I attempted unsuccessfully to contact you this past week end (through

Bebe). Your aunt Joan was so saddened by your passing and we spent time to gather recalling old

memories. Your life touched so many and brought joy to others and I pray that you have joy and

peace in heaven now. Your cousin, glenda beene.

July 23 at 4:54 AM

LD Laura Dunlap lit a candle in honor of Anthony Dobson.

July 22 at 10:49 AM

LR Love, Cinda Kissel Ring sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Settles family.

July 22 at 9:59 AM

Anonymous sent a Lavender Reflections Spray to the Settles family.

July 22 at 7:11 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Anthony Dobson by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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